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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE editor of the fol- 
lowing letters, thinks 
them of too much importance, 
and too well written to be 
ſuppreſſed. He gives them 
therefore to the world, with- 
out any alteration, as he re- 
ceived them : but it may be 
proper to make it known, that 
they were originally drawn up 
for the private uſe of a near 
relation, whom the author ten- 
derly loved : and as a teſti- 
mony 


ee eos en ee ere re ee Cr EE — 


ADVERTISEMENT, 
mony of his friendſhip, he left 
them afterwards with the edi- 
tor, without any other injunc- 
tion than to conceal his name, 


% much ie as Ade 
criticks, and others, may buſy 
themſelves in forming con Jec- 
tures of his Lordſhip, from the 
ſtyle, the matter, or other cir- 
cumſtance of the letters, the 
reſult will be nothing but con- 
jecture; and they may as well 
fave themſelves the trouble of 
thinking at all about it. To 
as little purpoſe will it be for 
the bigots of any church to 
cenſure or defame him, He 
= was 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


was always above their malice, 
and i is now out of their reach. 


Reader, whatever benefit thou 
may'ſt reap from this perform- 
ance, place it to the account 
of an ecclefiaſtick of diſtin- 
guiſhed probity, whom no ex- 
altation could tempt to {ell the 
truth. Whatever errors thou 
may'ſt find in it, they are the 
errors of the underſtanding and 
not of the heart. 
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HOUGH it was much againſt 


my judgment and inclination 


the you made choice of divinity for 
your profeſſion, yet fince it is now paſt 
recall, and you have actually entered into 
orders, I ſhall, in compliance with your 
requeſt, as well as in diſcharge of my 
own duty to you as your relation, give 

B you 
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you the beſt advice, which my age 8 
experience enable me to wes en this 
occaſion. phe Pb otra . 

'You, who know me 8 * with 
what zeal and ſeriouſneſs, I have al- 


„„ 


ways purſued the truth in my enqui- 
ries; and with what ſincerity and good 
intentions, I have publicly contended for 
it in my writings, But you likewiſe” 


know; that though I have arrived at the 


higheſt rank in my profeſſion, yet this, 
like the advancement of many of my 

brethren, was owing merely to-acciden- 
tal - circumſtances, and not to the con- 
ſideration of merit, learning, integrity. 
or indeed any .confideration which a 
wiſe and a good man would glory in. 
My rank and probity however, you 
have ſeen have not exempted me, from 
the envy,, malice, and defamation of, 
bigots of every kind, both in, and out of 
the church: and, I am ſorry to fay it, 
| e 


* 
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the more a man doth his duty, and the 


greater pattern he is of ſtudy and ap- 
plication,” the more he reproaches the 
idleneſs and inattention of his bre- 
thren; and conſequently: the more ene- 
mies he creates. Vou cannot there- 
fore wonder, that I ſhould adviſe you 
to avail yourſelf of my example; and 
from the ill and undeſerved treatment 
which I have met with, for no other 
reaſon that I know of, but becauſe 1 
have employed my time and my abi 
lities in the ſervice of religion, endea- 


vour to diſſuade you from entering into 
a profeſſion, in which you will proba- 


bly meet with the ſame uſage. 

Indeed if my conſcience could have 
n me to recommend the way 
of the world, that is, to give yourſelf 
no trouble about religion and learning, 
but to let them take care of themſelves, 


_ to Rudy only the ſmiles and plea- 
"WJ ſures 
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of the great, I ſhould have made no 
objections to your being in orders. Or. 
if I had not obſerved: in you, as I 
thought, the ſeeds of ingenuouſneſs, 
| as well as the marks of ingenuity, 
which would render you unfit for flat- 
0 tery of every kind, unfit. to ſwallow. 
| _ opinions in religion or politics im- 
| plicitly, and to creep and cringe ' to 
5 your ſuperiors though far ſhort of 
yourſelf in parts and merit, I might 
have expected, with the advantages of 
your perſon and education, that you 
would make your way in the church, 
as Well as others who have gone before 
you. But as the caſe ſtands. at preſent; 
I could not ſuffer myſelf to encourage 
you in the ſame ignorance and ſloth, 
which, I ſee to my grief, ſo prevalent 
in the church; nor can you ſtoop, in 
my opinion, to the mean and dirty 
ways, Beh are found to be: moſt 
4171 5 ſucceſsful 
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| ſucceſsful towards getting preferment 


in it. IJ am not made in ſuch a man- 
ner as to indulge you in the one, and 


vou are not ſo made as to purſue the 
other; and therefore I adviſed your a- 


Saen taking orders. of 
1 had a great deſire, boar a year 


ago, to encourage a work which I 
imagined would be extremely uſeful, to 
all young clergymen eſpecially, and at 
the ſame time not unedifying, nor un- 
entertaining, to the old. I mean the 
church hiſtory of England, which I 
have ſo often mentioned to you, under- 
taken by Dr. WaRNER, a clergyman 
of that country; who, though a ſtran- 
ger to me, yet from his public labours 
in the ſervice of the church and of 


religion, was entitled, I thought, to 


the patronage of men of letters, and 


in particular of the biſhops and clergy. 


But when I attempted to procure ſubs» - 


FOES - B 3 ſeocriptions 


6 L ET TER. I. 
ſcriptions to this work, I ſoon found 
what a certain bookſeller had told 
me, was very true; © that very few 
“ of the biſhops in choſe 
to lay out their money in books ; 

* and as to the reſt of the clergy, he 
“ had ſcarcely ſold a. ſingle book to 
9 any of them for ſome years, that 
« was larger than a * or a child's 
« guide.” 

You ſee 8 that 4 AS not 
charged the clergy of this country, 
-with ignorance and floth without any 
reaſon : and upon my word if one 
may judge from the ſmall ſubſcription 
to this work in England itſelf, by the 
people of our profeſſion, for whoſe uſe 
it was chiefly written, I am afraid the 
charge, though not ſo well grounded, 
is not altogether unjuſt. There are 
many other reaſons indeed for believ- 


that uſeful learning and appli- 
cation 


cation are at a very low ebb in that 
country too, though not quite ſo low 
as in this; ſome of which, you may re- 
member, I have often mentioned to 
you; and you will be able to collect 
others from what will be dropt oeca- 
fionally in theſe letters. The fault 
is too common to both nations to 
think of bettering your condition by 
changing place: and the ſame mo- 
tives for diſſuading you from taking 
orders—I ſpeak it from experience 
hold good in England, as well as here, 
though perhaps in a leſs degree. You 
have no room therefore to hope, that as 
players of a ſecond rate come hither from 
thence to be more encouraged, ſo men 
of great merit and learning in the 
church ſhould repair to England for 

preferment. 
For though the zeal which was 
employed about orthodoxy ſome years 
1 ago 
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8 BETTER 1: 

ago is much upon the decline, and freer 
notions have taken place amongſt the 
greateſt part of their clergy, yet this is 
more owing perhaps to an indifference 
about religion, than to the prevalence 
of a ſpirit of chriſtian charity, and of 
better notions of things. My reaſon 
for this ſuppoſition, which it is fit you 
ſhould be acquainted with, is that no 
care hath been taken by the men in 
power, to extirpate thoſe abſurdities 
which have given great offence to ſeri- 
ous people in the public worſhip ; and 
that every thing is not only permitted 
to continue as in the days of ignorance 
and error, but that all attempts to- 
wards a further reformation, are treated 
there, as well as here, with averſion 
and contempt. It ſeemeth impoflible 
to me, if there was not an indifference 
about religion and truth, that the 
e free and candid diſquiſitions relating 


cc to 
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4 to the church of England, publiſhed 
in that country within theſe few years, 
ſhould have had no manner of weight; i 
but that the ſame ignorance and ab- h 
ſurdity, exploded privately in the breaſt 


of every man of ſenſe, ſhould ſtill con- | 
tinue to make a part of the worſhip of i 
the church of England. «| 
T know very well that other reaſons | 
are alledged in excuſe of this oppoſition 1 
to a further reformation; ſuch as letting | 
in a torrent of confuſion a conten- [ 
tion that there would be for different j 
ſyſtems, and which would do more pre- ; 
judice to the church than the conti- ö 
nuance of thoſe errors which every 1 
body knows to be ſuch. But this, | ; 
with humble ſubmiſſion, whatever it k 


may be in politics, is a ſoleciſm in re- 
ligion : and if CRANMER, and RIDLEx, 
had not thought after a better manner, 
1 reformation in England had not 
taken 
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taken place ; ; © fince it is manifeſt, that 
« the fame arguments were then made 
« uſe of againſt any innovations in re- 
« ligion, that are now; and all altera- 
cc tions in the eſtabliſhed form of wor- 
« ſhip, were then as much declaimed 
« againſt by the eccleſiaſtics of thoſe 
« days, as they can be at preſent.” 


There is no room to fear, when good 


deſigns are carried on in favour of truth 
and righteouſneſs, that the Providence 
of Gop will not interpoſe, and give 


them his bleſſing : at leaſt thoſe who 


believe a Providence ought to act on that 
ſuppoſition; and doing every thing in 
the power of human wiſdom, to leave 
the event to his diſpoſal. 

I have ſaid thus much of the ſtate of 
true zeal for religion at this time in 
England, to let you ſee that the diſ- 


couragements to a man of ſtudy and 


probity in the church, prevail on the 
other 


L ETC FEN I. 11 
other ſide of the water, as well as this 3 
and that my reaſons for diſſuading you 
from taking orders held in both nations 
alike. As this will probably ſuppreſs 
any thoughts you may have entertain- 
ed of going to England for prefer- 
ment, I ſhall put an end to your 
trouble at preſent, by concluding this 


letter from 


Your moſt affectionate, &c. 


LETTER 


LETTER: 


Dear Neddy, 


down contented, and to endeavour to 


rub through it as well as you can, by 
attaining every neceſſary and prudent 


qualification. Whether you ſucceed, 
or not, when you have attained them, 
it is your duty to attempt to attain 
them, all that is in your power: and 
if every young man, when he enters 
into orders, would conſider it as a way 
of life that required care and ſeriouſ- 
neſs- as I believe, and hope you do- 


is would certainly make the attempt. 
But 


ACTA eft ales”. Lou have made 
choice of your way of life, and 
you have nothing to do now but to ſit 
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any trouble. * 


14 LETT E R II. 
But the ger misfortune, or to ſpeak 


with more propriety, the great fault 


of our young people who enter into 
it is, that they enter into it only with a 
view to get a maintenance without 


— 


vou may learn how this +; is now 


in England from a very ſtriking ob» 


ſervation in the hiſtory above menti- 
oned. Speaking of the injunctions a- 
gainſt ſymony ſet forth by CR ANM RR, 
ſays the author, Whether the ſta- 
« tute made againſt it ſince, and the 


« ſtrict and ſolemn oath appointed to 


« be taken about it, have effectually 
« delivered our church from this great 
« abuſe, I am afraid is not uncertain 
t enough to be made a queſtion. A 
« ecclefiaftical benefice is now put up 
ce to ſale, and advertiſed in the public 
« papers, very often with immediate 
20 reſignations, as houſes and eſtates 
\ cc are; 


LETTER II, xg 
« are; and they are bought, if not by 
« incumbents themſelves, yet by their 
« parents or relations for them, as a 
« maintenance of ſuch a value, to be 
«come at perhaps on eaſier terms than 
« in any other way of life; and many 
times for thoſe, who have neither 
< learning, nor parts, nor virtue enough, 
« to get their bread in any other. There 
* are ways, I ſuppoſe, of evading the 
« law upon theſe occaſions, as there 
are upon. moſt others: but if a patron. 
who ſells, and a parent who buys | 
* a living, would conſider that there ; 
is a charge of ſouls annexed to it, and. 
|< that they are anſwerable to Gon, 
a ff they put this truſt into ill or im- 
proper hands upon ſiniſter conſidera- 
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tions, the fale of benefices, or the 
* beſtowing them upon men of little 
merit and qualifications, would be 
Ts more ſeriquly laid to heart than we 
« have 


16 LETTER: I. 

e have reaſon to think it is. Let me 
add, that when men enter upon this 
ſacred office, with no other view than 

to be entitled to a benefice which 
will ſupport them in eaſe and luxu- 

« ry, without a ſerious ſenſe of the duty 

« which is annexed to it, the church 
« muſt neceſſarily be disfiguted, | and 
«the order muſt loſe its inffuence.“ 

I have given you this whole paſſage, 

from an hiſtory- uſt publiſhed: by a di- 

vine of the church of England, in order 


8 Et 


ce 


c 


"1 
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to convince you that I have not miſ- 


repreſented things at all, in ſpeakin g of 
their indifference about religion in that 
country. Becauſe it ſeemeth unaccount- 
able, if there was not this indifference, 
that ſuch proſtitution and ſales of bene- 
0 ſhould be tolerated, or winked 

The reflections which are added 
to 5 alarming fact, come in aid alſo 
* properly of what I was ſuggeſting 


about 


MET TERM » 


quired in the ſacred office. 
Whether the ſubſcription now enact- 


ed at our admiſſion into the church, 
and © which ſome of the clergy have 


« confidered in the ſame light with 
et the bigotted members of the church 
« of Rome, to be made according to 
the ſenſe of the compilers, and not as 
* articles of peace; I ſay, whether 
this hath not a tendency to abate ſuch a 


ſerious ſenſe, in thoſe eſpecially who 


conſider it in that light, and muſt ne- 
ceſſarily therefore be guilty of prevari- 
cation, I will not pretend to determine : 


but it hath always appeared to me to 


be a point, which deſerves more conſi- 
deration than I could ever get beſtow- 
ed upon it. The church we know, doth 
now not ſet up for infallibility ; and in 
fact doth not require any other ſubſcrip- 
tion than what is neceſſary to peace and 

C order: 


about the ſerious ſenſe of the n re- 
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>  CCETTER ITE 
order : but then this ſhould be publicly 
and explicitly declared, and not be left li- 
able to any miſapprehenſion from weak 


and unthinking people, either to their 


own offence, or the candamnetion of 
their brethren. 

Before you went into orders, I took 
ſuch care to explain to you the ſenſe 
in which our ſubſcriptions are now re- 
quired, as well as to inform you that 
our aſſent and conſent are declared only 


to the Us of every thing in the com- 


mon prayer, that I might ſave myſelf 
the trouble of adding any thing more at 
preſent upon this ſubject. Nevertheleſs, 
as theſe inſtructions were given only 
in converſation, and you may poſſibly 
not retain them in their proper force, 
I ſhall now recapitulate what I faid 
upon it: eſpecially as it may enable 
you to give ſome ſatisfaction to your 
weaker brethren on this head; at which 

ſome 


2 


uE TFE 19 
ſome of the greateſt men, we know, 
have been extremely ſtartled. But in 
order to ſearch this queſtion to the bot- 
tom, it will be neceſſary to conſider 
the riſe, the deſign, and the obligation 
of theſe articles: it is matter of ſome 
importance, and deſerves to be thus 
examined. 8 

There is no one pretends to deny, 
that the firſt reformers from popery were 
obliged upon their own principles to 
reject that authority which the church 
of Rome had aſſumed as its undoubted 
right; and that all their proceedings 
ſhould be warranted by the expreſs word 
of Gop. Accordingly when theſe arti- 
cles, declaring the faith and doctrine of 
chriſtianity, weredrawnup for the clergy, 
they were drawn up with a view to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves from thoſe whom 
they had reformed upon; and by an 
act of the legiſlature, a ſubſcription to 
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and knowledge in religion. 
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them was made a qualification for or- 
ders in the church. The, authority 
claimed by the church of Rome for eſta- 
bliſhing articles of faith was of another 


nature pretended to be derived from 


Gop---and made a ſubſcription almoſt 
as ſacred and explicit as an oath. Our 
anceſtors preſumed on no ſuch autho- 
rity : they knew, and owned themſelves 
to be fallible: nay there they were ſo 
far from requiring an aſſent to human 
compoſitions with the ſame ſtrictneſs 
as to the word of Gop, that in one 
of the articles it is expreſſly declared, 
« that what cannot be proved by ſcrip- 


4 ture, is not to to be required of any 


* man to be believed as an article of 
« faith.” Our reformers were ſenſible 
and honeſt men ;- but the age in which 
they lived had no extraordinary light 
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A conſiderable modern writer of the 
church of England hath been pleaſed 
indeed to diſcover, that the compilers 
of theſe articles were not able to ex- 
preſs their ſentiments in apt and pro- 
per terms: becauſe the very articles 
which they deſigned as an explicit 


teſt againſt Arminianiſm, are very ca- 


pable, he ſaid, of an Arminian ſenſe. 


You would be ſurpriſed to find this 


man, who paſſed among his party as 
a man of the firſt ſenſe and learning, 
not only attempting to prove that the 
articles are capable of an Arminian 
conſtruction, but alfo that in their 
moſt obvious and plain interpretation 


they do ſupport that doctrine. But 
the modeſty of the gentleman is till 
more- conſpicuous, when he complains 
of the Unitarians for ſubſcribing the 
articles of the Trinity. Becauſe their 


ſubſcription is to be juſtified by the ſame 


C 3 way 
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way of reaſoning; and it would have 
puzzled him extremely to find an 
anſwer to this plea, that the ſecond 
article in the natural import of the 
words, is in favour of the Unitarian 
fyſtem, and directly levelled againſt the 
orthodox 3 But * by the 
Way. 

At the time dds theſe articles 
were firſt compiled as a' confeſſion of 
faith in the church of England, the 
greateſt part, if not all of the clergy, 
were rigid Calvinifts ; and they intend- 
ed to declare in favour of the doctrines 
which they believed, This was the riſe 
and deſign of theſe articles of religion: 
we are now to conſider their abliga- 
tion. A ſpiritual obligation, I have al- 
ready told you, the reformers were 
obliged upon their own principles to 
diſavow. They diſcarded all preten- 
tions to infallibility, and they could do 

3 85 no 
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no otherwiſe; or their ſeparation from 
Rome had been highly criminal. The 
legiſlature afterwards ratified the ar- 
ticles, to diſtinguiſh or to vindicate this 
ſeparation from Popery, which had 
taught other doctrines: and that they 


might exclude the men of that reli- 


gion from intruding into the. church 
of England, they required theſe arti- 
cles to be ſubſcribed by all her clergy. 


The obligation, you ſee therefore, is 


merely of a civil nature; and the ex- 
planation of the articles from that 
time to this, hath been various and un- 
certain. Different interpretations of the 
ſame point of doctrine have been al- 
lowed, and approved, by the gover- 
nours of the church, as orthodox. A 
latitude hath been taken, and profeſſed- 
ly, by many of the greateſt churchmen 
in ſome points; and ought therefore 
to be allowed in others, as well as them. 
; AM Compare 
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Compare the writings of our clergy 
in both kingdoms for almoſt an hun- 


dred years paſt with the articles, and ſee 
if you can find, that they tally on the 
points which are commonly called Calvi- 
niſtical. If not, the ſame rule of ſub- 
ſeription may be followed in all other 
caſes, which the higheſt churchmen 
themſelves have followed in this without 
blame, ever ſince the days of Ty 
194 LAup. 
1 Indeed the affair of e en 1s 
1 | pretty much the ſame with that of obſo- 
78 lete acts of parliament, which, though 
. not formally repealed, have loſt their 
i force. The legiſlature hath not thought 
[1 it proper to make any change in the 
; forms which were at firſt eſtabliſhed 
for an admiſſion into the church; 
though it is well known that the ſenti- 
ments of almoſt all her members in 
ſome * are greatly changed. For 
it 
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it is A known too, that as words. 
are only arbitrary ſigns of conveying our 
ideas, ſo the ſame figns may be con- 
tinued, though the thing fignified be 
greatly altered, Thus though there 
is no formal repeal of the uſual terms of 
fubſcription by the legiſlature, in which 
the ſole authority we know is veſted, 
yet the main end of ſuch ſubſcription 
being attained, it indulges the clergy 
with a liberty of affixing different ideas 
to the ſame words, though foreign per- 
| haps from thoſe wehen were ane, 
deſigned. 
The legiſlature may be el that 
there never was, and I will venture 
to ſay there never will be, a ſubſcription 
to all the articles according to the plain 
ſenſe and meaning of the firſt compilers: 
and as it hath never been declared, that 
ſuch alone is the ſubſcription which is 
required, by depriving thoſe whoſe pub- 
| — 


een. 


lie writings contradict this original ſenſe, 
it is evident that a ſubſcription is al- 
lowed in any ſenſe which is agreeable to 


the word of Gop. For he who ſub- 
ſcribes the articles in a ſenſe equally 
conſiſtent with the public good, and 
the rights and properties of his fellow. 
ſubjects, equally anſwers the intention 
of the legiſlature in the law which re- 
quires any ſubſcriptions ; and abſtracted 
from the force of the law, eccleſiaſtical 
impoſitions in a Proteſtant church are 
impertinent and vain, Why a ſubſcrip- 
tion to theſe articles is ſtill required 


in our church, though the ſentiments 


of her clergy are fo much altered, is 
another queſtion, I own; which it is 
natural for you to aſk, but which a 
wiſer man than I am cannot anſwer. 
Upon the whole now I hope, that 
you did not apprehend you fell under 
the imputation of perjury or hypocriſy 


in 


LETTER I. 27 
in ſubſcribing the articles, as articles of 
peace, and in declaring your aſſent and 
conſent to the uſe of every thing in the 
Common Prayer, though you might not 
approve of every thing, in the one, or 
in the other. | 


I am 


Your moſt affectionate, &c. 
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Dear Neddy, , 


Have already ſuppoſed for the eaſe 
of my own mind, as well as for 
your credit, that you was fully per- 
ſuaded you did nothing ill, in making 
the ſubſcription and declaration requi- 
red by act of parliament, as terms of 
your admiſſion into the church ; though 
it is implied only, and not expreſſed, 
that they are required merely for the 
ſake of peace and order. 

You will give me leave now to ſup- 
poſe further, that you either have al- 
ready, or will impreſs upon your mind, 
a a ſerious ſenſe and conviction of your 
duty in the facred office which you 


have 
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have taken upon you; and to which 
*point, you know, I was ſpeaking be- 
fore this digreſſion. A great deal more 
perhaps than is apprehended depends 
on this at your ſetting out. For the 
« greateſt good we can hope to do in 
« this world,” ſays Biſhop BURNET, © 1s 
e upon young perſons, who have not yet 
taken their ply, and are not ſpoiled 
e with prejudices and wrong notions.” 
Upon this account it was, that I en- 
deavoured to beget in you ſuch a pre- 


| paration of mind, when you had once th, 
| | determined to take orders, as might re! 
1 | make them a bleſſing to you, as well as pre 
= make you of ſervice in the church. no 
| You did not come to be ordained, as kn 
| too many---with grief I write it---do the 
z come, without ever conſidering the eve 
| charge which is given, and the promiſes ſer; 

entered into, as a ſtipulation or covenant he 

at the altar, giving and obtaining or- mo 


ders, 
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ders. Theſe promiſes made in this ſo- 


lemn manner are not to be looked on L 
as words of courſe ſpoken once upon 1 
that occaſion, but they are always bind- 1 
ing upon you whilſt you continue in q ; 
this office, and are therefore never to be 1 
forgotten. 5 
The firſt queſtion which is put in the 1 
form of ordaining deacons- © whether 1 
« they truſt that they are inwardly 1 
„moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take 1 
upon them this office, and to which 
they are to anſwer they truſt fo,”---L | 
remember when I read it over with you, 1 | ö 
previous to your ordination, ſtartled you Wi] 
not a little. I took care therefore, you. 1 ö 
know, to inform you, that the ſenſe of ö f {118 
the church in this queſtion was, that | 1 | 
every one who dedicated himſelf to the | 1 1 
ſervice of God, ſhould conſider whether il I | 
he had in his own breaſt the proper l 1 
motives for entering on ſuch an office: . Mt 
' whether | 9 | 
| 
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underſtand the import of it; or which 
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whether he had a zeal for the glory of 
Gop, and the good of his fellow-crea- 
tures, in promoting the intereſt of truth 
and righteouſneſs, and in explaining 
the nature of the Chriſtian covenant 
for the ſalvation of mankind, as it is 
laid down in the ſcriptures. So that 


if any one found upon examination, 


that he had not theſe motives to de- 
dicate his life and labours to ſuch ends, 
he ſhould not intrude himſelf into an 
office, which was ſet apart entirely for 


them. 


Happy it is for you, my deareſt 


| Neddy, that you could anſwer the que- 


ſtion, in this ſenſe, with a good con- 
ſcience truly! But how ſhocking is 
it for a man to give this anſwer, who 
has never ſo much as heard perhaps 
of the queſtion, before he makes it; 
or who has not conſidered it enough to 


18 


all 


bu 
life 


the 


me 
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is yet worſe than all, who knows that 
he comes for orders merely as a ſub- 
ſiſtence, and that he has none of theſe 
motives in his breaſt at all; and con- 
ſequently, is in no ſenſe inwardly moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt ! Be this however 
to - themſelves.---You have not only 
faid in the anſwer to this queſtion, that 
«©. you truſt you are ſo moved,” but in 
the office for ordaining prieſts, - you 
promiſe the dedication of your time and 
labours, the ſeparating yourſelf from 
© all other cares, to follow this one 
« thing with all poſſible zeal and appli- 
cation.“ Many other promiſes are 
made by the prieſt at his ordination, 
all importing that the office which he 
is then aſſuming, is to be the whole 
buſineſs, care, and ſtudy of his future 
life. A clergyman is therefore under 
the moſt ſolemn vows and engage- 
ments that words can lay upon him, 
"D — - 
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to <© diligence in ſtudying and ex- 


«© plaining the word of Gop; to mi- 
ee niſter the doctrines and facraments 


4 of Chriſt; to uſe public and private 


« admonitions to the fick as well as the 
4% whole; to lay aſide the ſtudy of the 
«© world, and the fleſh; and to main- 
ec tain and ſet forward, as much as lieth 
« in him, peace, and „ and 
e love.“ 

You will ſee from this abſtract of "Y 
promiſes made at your ordination, that 
you are conſtantly to reſide at ſome 
place or, other, and to de the duty of 
a miniſter of Chriſt in theſe particu- 
lars, according to the. abilities which 
Gop hath given you. 

I do not know ſo little of the world 
and of human affairs, as, like many 
well-meaning people, to inveigh againſt 


Pluralities and non-reſidence. They 


are neceſſary, as things were left at 


a C * * 
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the reformation, in a proteſtant church: 
neither ſhall I require from you all that 
may be wiſhed for, only what may be 


expected even in this degenerate age. 


| You are therefore to reſide ſomewhere 
as a clergyman, and- to exerciſe - with 
diligence the office you have taken-upon 
you; not to put in a ſubſtitute over 
thoſe whom Providence hath commit- 
ted to your care, and to take the care 
of no others upon yourſelf, that you 
may indulge in eaſe and luxury. It 
is this which. hath made non- reſi- 
dence fuch a reproach and. ſcandal to 
the clergy :. and it is certainly very true, 
that thoſe who will not wait at the 
altar, ought not to. be partakers with 
the altar; and thoſe who do not preach 


the goſpel, ought not to live on the 


A matter of ill deſert and ſcandal 


indeed it is, and what you know I never 


2 permitted 
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permitted' in my dioceſe, for the clergy 
to live in the capital of the kingdom 
above half the year it may be; doing 
nothing, and having nothing to do, but 
to indulge themſelves in amuſements 
and idle curioſity, or to frequent the 
levees of the great for the ſake of more 
preferment. This is a non- reſidence 
which is ſo far from being neceſſary in | 
the church, that it is unjuſt and ſcan- 1 
dalous. Let it never once therefore F 
enter into your thoughts, that you may a 
ſupply your abſence from your benefice v 
with a curate for a ſmall allowance, and v. 
ſpend the greateſt part of its income at 
your eaſe; in rural ſports, or town amuſe- 
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h ments. You have dedicated your life 
#1 to quite another ſervice: and though 


ſuch ſports and amuſements, when they 
fall occaſionally in your way, . or are 
neceſſary to your health, may. be indul- 
—_ with ſome * yet remember 

that 
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chat the duties of your office are not to 
be neglected for them: much leſs can 
you, with deceney, and a good conſci- 
ence, abſent yourſelf frem your cure 
in order to purſue them. 

But that you may always keep theſe 
duties in your mind, I would recom- 
mend it to you to read over, three-or 


four times every year, the promiſes 


which you ſolemnly made at your or- 
dination; and then to atk yourſelf, 
whether you have been true to the 
vows you entered into; whether ſepa- 
rating yourſelf from all other cares but 
_ thoſe of your office, you have followed 
them with the application and zeal 
that you might have done? A dread- 


ful queſtion to many, I am afraid in- 
deed !---But I have no need to point 


out, to one of your ingenuous diſpo- 


ſition, the great advantages which will 
ariſe from this examination ; the re- 
D 3 proofs 
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proofs and reſtraints it will cauſe in 
a wrong courſe, and the encouragement 
to perſeverance which will reſult from 


what is right. Let it therefore often 
be your care, to recolle& and remind 


yourſelf of the promiſes which you 
made, as a contract on your part for 
the power and privileges you poſſeſs; 
which, I am ſure, will have a good effect 
on the whole employment of your time, 
as well as much endear you to | 
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LETTER IV. 


Doan Neddy, 


| a juſt obſervation of that famous 


political writer, we have fo often 


talked of, that men are on many occaſi- 


ons led into error, for want of recurring 


often to their firſt principles. The ob- 
ſervation is full as true in a religious, as 


a political conduct; and in no inſtance 


is it more apparent, than in the way of 
life which ſome of the clergy of the pre- 
ſent age purſue. For it often happens, 
when a man is got into orders, and by 
the favour of his friends is poſſeſſed of a 
good benefice, that his youth and incli- 
nations, and perhaps ſome bad exam- 


ples of his brethren, tempt him ſoon to 
D4 loſe 
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loſe ſight of the engagements made at his 
. ordination ; and for want of reviewing 
theſe, he goes into a life of eaſe, of 
faſhion, of ignorance, and of pleaſure; 
in ſhort every life almoſt but that which 
he ought to lead. Whereas did he often 
have recourſe to theſe engagements, en- 
tered into in the moſt ſolemn manner 
that can be conceived, he would cer- 
tainly find, that he was obliged to a 
life of labour, ſtudy, contempt of the 


world, and heavenly-mindedneſs; and 


he would think of theſe things at ano- 
ther rate than he doth. 
But it ſeemeth to me, that many of 
our young clergy, in England as well 
as here, are aſhamnd of their profeſſi- 
on; and want to paſs upon the world, 
or at leaſt to live, as gentlemen. It 
is - pity that we cannot ſtrip them of 
their. orders and benefices together. A 
man who is aſhamed of his profeſſion, 
87 1 | N will 
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will never qualify himſelf for it, nor 
do his duty in it, as he ought. - But we 
have the pleaſure to obſerve, that the 
more he ſtrives to avoid being taken 
for a clergyman, whilſt he is known to 
live on the bread which is ſet apart 
for one, the more contempt he brings 
upon himſelf, even from the very men 
vs contempt he ſhuns. 

Into how low a- forme ſoever the 
ee; is now brought and there 
never was more erroneous policy than 
in bringing it ſo low---yet a character 
of great dignity is given it in the ſcrip- 


tures; and was held in high eſtimation 


as ſuch, among all the civilized nations 
of ancient time.. As ſurely indeed as 
the ſoul is more excellent than the body, 
and eternity more deſireable than this 
mortal life, ſo the ſacred office is more 
excellent than any other. Let us only 


call to mind the goodneſs and ſublimity 


of 


1 
1 
1 
2 
N . 
1 
1 
wr 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
© ; 
bl 
* 
+4 
'F 
I 16 
* 
= | 
PE 
F 
4 
FJ. 
ld 
1 
| 
9 
1 
/ 
: 
1 
; 
ql 
'L 
i 
Fi 
5 
9 


* _— RES 


. 
of the Chriſtian inſtitution which it is 
to teach; the art of perſuading, diſ- 
couraging, conſoling, alarming, and in 
| ſhort of governing the human mind, 
in all the different methods which are 
neceſſary for different tempers and ca- 
pacities; the ſtudy and obſervation of 
human nature, in order to elevate it 
above the world, and to make the 
paſſions give way to reaſon and the love 
of God ;---I ſay---let us recolle& theſe, 
and the other branches of our duty as 
Chriſtian miniſters, and then tell me, 
what is the profeſſion, or employment, 
that can compare with it in impor- 
tance, dignity, or {kill ? 


Never then trouble your head about 
the contempt and inſult with which 
men of wit and gaiety treat your order. 
The contempt returns upon themſelves, 
For it requires no partiality towards us 
to ſee, that complaints and diſlike of 
| the 
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the whole order, ſometimes only for 
imaginary, at moſt for the real faults of 
particular people, betrays not only a 
want of decency towards religion, but 
to the laws of the land which have eſta- 
bliſhed this order, and made it a part 
of its conſtitution: and all offences 
againſt decency, ſhew want of breed- 
ing, and want of ſenſe. Know your 

own importance therefore, and act up 
to it; but at the ſame time I muſt 
deſire, that you will value yourſelf more 
upon the duty, than the dignity of 
your office; and let all your pride con- 
ſiſt in your own performance of that 
duty, at leaſt in an unexceptionable, if 
not in a praiſe-worthy manner. Pride, 
you know, we are told was not made 
for man; and of all men it was not 
made for a miniſter of FJesUs CHRIST. 
But though I lay a ſtreſs therefore upon 
great humility and meekneſs in the ex- 
| erciſe 
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erciſe of your profeſſion, yet you muſt not 
forget i its dignity and importance; which 
will preſerve you much more from ſink- 
ing into contempt, than any haughty 
ſupercilious airs you may aſſume : 75 
their effect is the very reverſe. _ 

A proper ſenſe of the dignity and 
importance of your profeſſion---eaſily ſe- 
parated, and diſtinguiſhed from pride--- 
will deter you from mixing too much, 
and too famiharly, with mean, irre- 
gular, or indecent people ; and parti- 
cularly from reſorting 'often to public 
places of amuſement and diverſion. In- 
deed next to a ſerious ſenſe of the dili- 
gence and aſſiduity which is required 
in your vocation, a ſenſe of its dignity 
and importance is the moſt neceſſary 
impreſſion for you to take; and therefore 
J mention this immediately after the 
other.---If enthuſiaſts and modern ſecta- 
ries expect too much {rom the clergy- 

712 as 
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as they certainly do---as though they 
had not the like paſſions, and the ſame 
wants, and the ſame deſires to be 
gratified which others have, yet I am 
afraid that in the general we all live 


too much like men of the world. I 


am no friend at all, you know, to en- 
thuſiaſts; nor do I approve in the leaſt, 
of the wildneſs, inconſiſtency, and abſurd 


perverſion of ſcripture, which abound 


amongſt them. But if they would con- 


deſcend a little more to human nature 


in their theory, and we were in practice 


a little leſs worldly-minded, I am of 
of opinion that the ſtate of religion 
in theſe kingdoms would be better 
much than it is at preſent. 

Let me recommend it however to 
you, to act up to the dignity and im- 
portance of your public character, in 
your amuſements and diverſions. The 


amuſements of men of gaiety ſuit but 


ill 
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ill with men of ſeriouſneſs. I mean, 


you may be ſure, fuch amuſements 


as are in a manner peculiar to the gay 
and faſhionable world, and which diſ- 
poſe the mind to levity and to vicious 
mirth. No amuſements indeed ſhould 


be made a buſineſs of, by you eſpe- 
_ cially, who have a buſineſs which 
you are accountable for of another na- 


ture; and if you have that ſenſe of 


the dignity and importance of your 


profeſſion which I am recommending, 
you- will not expoſe yourſelf to ridi- 


cule and inſult in public ſcenes of ab- 
ſurd diverſion ; nor will you ſuffer any 
amuſements to have more than their 


[oper PW 1 am 


Your ſt aon. &c. 
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Dear Neddy, 


TAVING dei to beget 


and the dignity of your profeſſion, 
which I hope will continue with you 
as long as you live, it is fit that I ſhould 
now proceed to give you my thoughts, 
on the qualifications which are neceſ- 
tary for the office you have undertaken, 
as well as on the methods beſt adapted 
to the diſcharge of it. 


It is extremely ſurprizing, that our 
univerſities, which were chiefly founded 


for the education of the clergy, which 


are frequented by the young people 


_ whoare intended for divinity, and where 
eccleſiaſticks 


in you a ſerious ſenſe of the duty 
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„ ua 
eccleſiaſticks are almoſt the only tutors, 


yet teach nothing leſs than the arts 


and ſciences which are moſt eſſential 
to this profeſſion. The abſurdity is 
ſo glaring, and the conſequences are 
ſeen and felt ſo much every day, when 
young men come to propoſe themſelves 


for orders, that one would think it im- 


poſſible it ſhould have continued ſo long 
as it hath done, if there was not an indif- 
ference about every thing which regards 
religion. The univerſities in England 
are more abominably abſurd in this re- 
ſpect than ours here: and if they can make 
the lads critical and elegant claſſic ſcho- 
lars at one place, and great mathematici- 


ans and philoſophers at the other, the 


whole buſineſs: of education is thought 
compleated. Hence it is, that a can- 
didate for orders comes to the Biſhop as 
ignorant of the religion he is to teach, 
and as unable to prove the truth of 

| e 
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it, as the meaneſt mechanic he is to 
inſtruct. a 

The arts and ſeiences which are to 
be his amuſements, he may learn at 
the univerſity, if he pleaſes: but the 
ſcience which is to be the buſineſs of 
his life, and all the arts which are ne- 


ceſſary to qualify him for a figure i in it, 


if he learns at all, he muſt learn by 
himſelf. It is therefore no wonder, 
whilſt the affair of education is thus 
ridiculouſſy conducted, that our young 
clergy make ſuch wretched work of 
reading and preaching as we ſee they 
do. I have remonſtrated on this ſub- 
ject, over and over, on the other fide 
the water, as well as this. But what 
ſignify remonſtrances, to people who 
care for nothing but their own eaſe, 
and emoluments ? As long as the peace 
and quietneſs of the church is ſecured ; 
that is, as long as they have no trouble 
E | themſelves, 
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_ themſelves, error may be pernicious, 
and abſurdity may be groſs, but they 
muſt continue nevertheleſs ; and all the 
ſchemes of amendment and reforma- 
tion are treated as . viſionary and im- 
practicable. You know the reaſons 
which I have for ſpeaking in this man- 


ner; and they muſt give you no very 


pleafing idea of the profeſſion you have 
made your choice. But to return. 

I was lamenting the little, or rather, 
the no care taken at the univerſities, to 
qualify the youth intended for the 
church, in reading and elocution, in 
the ſtudy of the ſcriptures, and. every 
branch of true theology. It is natural 
to expect, that theſe ſhould be the prin- 
cipal articles in the education of a di- 
vine; and that they ſhould not be per- 
mitted to ſhift for themſelves, whllſt 
the utmoſt attention is beſtowed, upon 
words, lines, and figures. E don't mean 

wy that, 
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that the clergy ſhould be entirely igno- 
rant upon tlieſe articles; but if there is 
not time enough at the univerſity to 
teach all, as I verily think there is, the 


laſt are ſurely the articles in which 


they ſhould be left to their own cate 
and abilities; and of all things they 
ſhould not be ignorarit of what they are 
to teach, and unſkillful in what they 
are to do. 

Let a man intended for the bar be 
taught only mathematicks, algebra, or 
divinity ; and will any one truſt his 
cauſe to a pleader thus inſtrated ? or 
will he make a figure in the courts 
of juſtice, tho ever ſo learned in theſe 
ſciences, that will ſet him above con- 
tempt ? Take another intended for the 
faculty, and let the whole courſe of his 
education be confined to the ſtudy of 
hiſtory, the ſtatutes, and municipal law ; 
and who will truſt his health; in the 
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cure of a chronical or acute diſtemper, 
to ſuch a phyſician? or will he be able, 
with all his knowledge in law and hiſ- 
tory, to eſcape the ſcorn of the moſt 
illiterate and the loweſt dealer in me- 
dicine? One might inſtance in every art, 
and every trade in the world, to ſhew 
the abſurdity of the education, at our 
univerſities, of the young men intended 
for the church. But as neither you 
nor I can remedy this abſurdity, J will 
ſay no more about it. 

You have felt the effect of it very 
ſenſibly in your own caſe already: and 
with ſome of the beſt parts in the world, 
and a tolerable application, you took 
your degree at and came to me for 
orders, with no more ſkill in reading, 
ſpeaking, compoſition, or knowledge in 
the -ſcriptures and theology, than you 
had when you went thither : and yet 
theſe are the only things, which you are 

* | . to 
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to do, and teach, as a clergyman, all 
your life. The fault, I know, was 
not in you; neither was you more ig- 
norant in theſe particulars, than all 
others who come on the like errand. 
You took your degree, and left the uni- 
verſity, with ſome credit; and fo far 
'twas very well: but had you been taught 
a little leſs of mathematicks and na- 
tural philoſophy, which you will have 
no - occaſion for, and a little more of 
elocution, : compoſition, the ſcriptures, 
and chriſtianity, in which you will 
have great occaſion for ſkill and know- 
ledge, the end of your education could 
have been much better anſwered ; and 
your own time, and your tutor's---if 
he was able to inſtruct you in theſe 
points, which I ſuſpe&t---would have 
been much better employed. | 7 

We have nothing now to do how= 
ever, but to remedy this defect as well 
30 . 
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as we can: and ſince you are fo ig- 
norant in the ſcriptures, and in the 
truth and doctrines of Chriſtianity, let 
me recommend to you not to make 
your own ſermons yet awhile. A young 
divine may perhaps be ſtartled, and 
think this advice a little mortifying; 
as he would be glad to ſhew away 
with an elegant genteel compoſition, 
and acquire the title of a pretty preach- 
er. But be not ſurpriſed, nor offend- 
ed. I will explain what I mean. A 
young man of parts, as you are, may 
probably draw up a cool unaffecting 


eſſay in quaint language, in favour of 


virtue and a good life; or on a ſpecu- 
lative point of philoſophy, of no uſe 
in morals ; which as far as I have ob- 
ferved, is generally the fort of ſermons 
preached in the univerſity. But how 
ſhould you be able to make a ſermon, 
as à ſermon ſhould be made, who have 

1 | never 
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never ſpent any time in reading the 
beſt compoſitions of this kind which 
are to be met with; and conſequently 
have no model by which to form a 
manner? how ſhould you be able to 
inſtruct others in the truth and doctrines 
of Chriſtianity, who as yet know. no- 
thing of them yourſelf? or how can 
you propoſe to convey ſentiments, to 
an audience, when your own mind is 
unfurniſhed with any ideas upon the 
ſubject ? The claſſicks, and moral phi- 
loſophy, are the only reſource you have, 
from whence you can draw any ſupply : 
but theſe, you muſt know, will not 


help you at all in explaining the ſcrip- 


tures, or the doctrines of Chriſtiani- 
ty. 2 OR os 19 8 \ : , 

I deſire therefore you would content 
yourſelf with tranſcribing the moſt uſe- 
ful practical diſcourſes, which you can 


find publiſhed in the pureſt language. 
a. Some 
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at the univerſity; for which you will 
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Some ſuch there are to be procured here, 
but many more in England; where 
though I think they may be impro- 


ved, as IT ſhall ſhew in another letter--- 


there are certainly the trueſt, and moſt 
perfect compoſitions of this kind, that 
are any where to be met with in the 
Chriſtian world. I have more reaſons 
than one for giving you this advice of 
tranſcribing ſermons; and I will tell 
you what they are. In the firſt place, 


you will make a reſpectable figure in 
the pulpit, free from ſcorn and con- 
tempt, which ſhould always be your 


ambition; the people you are to teach 


will be uſefully and well inſtructed; 
and it will put you into a train of me- 
thod and language, when you come 


Hereafter to compoſe yourſelf. In the 


next place, it will give you time to 
ſupply the defects of your education 


find, 
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find, that all the time you can ſpare 
from other duties will be little enough, 
and was you to make your own ſer- 
mons, would not be ſufficient. But I 
ſhall ſpeak to theſe defects in another 
letter, when I have given you ſome 
further hints for the execution of your 
office in a becoming manner. At pre- 


ſent I ſhall conclude this from 


Your moſt affectionate, &c. 
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Dear Neddy, 


TIEFORE I proceed to thoſe hints 11 
D which I promiſed in my laſt letter, Þ 
it is expedient that I ſhould add a 4 
word or two, upon recollection, to I 
what 1 have adviſed about tei @— || 
ſermons. Becauſe as light a matter as . 
it is thought by other people, and pro- 14 
bably may be by you, yet I am poſitive 14 
it is a matter of conſequence, that ſery 1 
mons ſhould be written in a large and 
fair hand, without crowding the words 5 
and the lines into one another. For | || 
by this means, if you take the pains in 
reading it oſten over which you ought Wit! 
to take, the leaſt glance of the eye, 1 


iff * 5 
5 : 


br aw. 


as you turn from one ſide of your con- 


gregation to the other, will enable you 


to go on without appearing to read at 
all. But this management not oflly 
gives you the reputation of preaching 
almoſt without notes, which the com- 
mon people admire much, but is what 
will greatly recommend you to men of 
the firſt ability, as it enables you alſo to 
give the force and beauty of elocution 
to what you ſay, and to adorn it with 
the energy and the grace of action; 
and though theatrical action is unſeem- 
ly in fo grave a character as a preach- 
er's, yet there is an action as proper to 
the pulpit,” ac that is to the ſtage. In- 
deed almoſt all the divines whom I 
have talked with on this ſubject, ſpeak 
againſt every ſort of action, as fantaſ- 

tical, in a ſermon: but I perceived, 
or thought I perceived, that their ob- 

jections proceeded, not ſo much from 


the 
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the impropriety, as from their own. 


inability to perform it. 

In England, I am ſure, I never faw 
bus two preachers who uſed any ac- 
tion at all, or any that was not impro- 
per; and it is therefore no wonder, that 


the clergy ſhould ſeem to deſpiſe, and 


to treat it with diſregard. But it is 
plain to common ſenſe, and to every 
day's experience in the theatre, what 


a great advantage action gives to diſ- 


courſe. Would St. PAur, would Tul 


LY, would DEMosSTHENEs, do you 
think, have moved their reſpective au- 
diences in the manner we are told 


they did, had they ſtood like ſo many 


poſts, and read their orations, as our 


preachers ſtand, and read their ſermons, 
in the pulpit ? I verily believe not : And 
I have often thought, that one great 
cauſe of the ſucceſs of the Engliſh me- 
thodiſt clergy, is their ſpeaking to the 


people, 
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people, and not reading a ſermon in a 


cool languid tone; which favours too 
| much of indifference in the preacher 


himſelf, : 9 reach the heart of the hearer, 
But mo. © of this hereafter. 

The firſt things then which you have 
to learn, are Speaking, and Action; and 
if I had ability to found a profeſſorſhip 
in the univerſity, one of the firſt things 
I would do, ſhould be to provide for 


the attainment of theſe two arts, in the 


education of thoſe intended for the 
church. But really as the caſe is at 
preſent, inſtead of being taught, or even 
encouraged, theſe arts are deſpiſed by all 
our clergy as things beneath their no- 
tice; and to this it is owing, that not 
one in a hundred either read, or ſpeak 
in publick, with any propriety. They 
may think of this as they pleaſe ; but I 
can aſſure them it is of conſequence to 


their ſucceſs and reputation, with thoſe 


whoſe 


rn 


whoſe praiſe is worth acquiring: and 


whilſt they continue to ſtand motion 
leſs, and to read every word of their 


diſcourſes, directing their voic only to 


one particular pillar, or cornet of the 
church, the beſt compoſitions in the 
world will be flat, inſipid, and ineffec- 
ful. 

Nut you will aſk me perhaps, how it 


is pofſibl$ for you to attain theſe arts of 
oratory, Which are neither taught at the 


univerſity, nor any where elſe? The 
queſtion, I own, is pertinent ; and the 
anſwer is not fo eaſy as I wiſh it was. 
A genius for elocution muſt be in ſome 
ſort natural, ſo as to acquire the art of it 
to any perfection: But the worſt talent 
for it may be much improved by ſtudy 
and application. Some of the ancient 
authors may be read on this ſubject with 
great advantage: and if there was any 
ſuch — as a real * actor upon the 

ſtage 
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ſtage i in this country, as I am told thers 
is not, I would have recommended it to 
you, to make obſervations on his man- 
ner of ſpeaking all the different ſenti- 
ments of his part, in different cha- 
raters: but for want of this re- 
ſource, you muſt frequently read plays 
aloud to yourſelf, with the ſame care 


and attention that you would employ 


before an audience. A direction of this 
nature may ſeem very odd perhaps to 


come from me: but you muſt have ob- 


ſerved before now, that I am never tied 
up to mere words and terms ; and I 
know of nothing fo proper as this, to 
prevent that abſurd and diſagreeable 
monology, which is prevalent among 


the clergy, and that will enable you to 


read every thing with its proper em- 
phaſis and cadence. 
But further, every ſermon that you 


preach, you ſhould read aloud firſt ſe- 
veral 


LE DT ER VI. 6 


veral times, with as much earneſtneſs 
as in the pulpit; obſerving the action 
which the ſentiments you deliver na- 
turally prompt to, as well as the pro- 


per elocution for every ſentence. This 


is a rule indeed which you ſhould 
obſerve. throughout your life, if you 
would avoid the derifion which cler- 
gymen are commonly treated with, 
for being readers of ſermons and not. 
preachers. One of the two Engliſh 
divines , whom I have mentioned in 
this letter, and who were the only 
PREACHERS I ever ſaw there, took as 
much pains he told me, in writing, 
and ſpeaking his ſermon in his ſtudy, 
before he preached it, as moſt others 
do in the compoſition ; and his ſuc- 
ceſs was anſwerable. Let it not there- 
fore ſeem ridiculous, that I deſire you 
would make Reading and Speaking 
well---in the laſt of which I include 
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A&ion---one of the principal ſtudies 
of your younger days; and that you 
would ſtill continue to take great care 


and pains in paring both, as long 


as you live. 


The buſineſs of g prayers, 1 


know, is thought to be ſo extreme- 


ly eaſy by every one who hath a voice, 
that 1 ſuppoſe you will be ſurpriſed to 
meet with any directions from me on 


that head. Indeed when the habit 


is once acquired by much thought 


and practice, it will not be very dif- 
ficult to read the public ſervice with 
gracefulneſs and propriety. But be- 
lieve me, till then, it hath difficulties 
which thoſe who ſpeak of it fo lightly 
know nothing of; and conſequently, 


with all their conceit, they are not 


able to read it in the manner it ought 


to be read. The public ſervice, you 


ws eonſiſteth we ſeveral different 


parts; 3 


LETTER VI. 67 
parts; and every part ſhould have the 
modulation of the voice which is pe- 
culiar to it. The exhortation, for in- 
ſtance, ſhould not be read like a con- 


feſſion, nor the confeſſion like a pe- 


tition, nor that like a thankſgiving. 
Even the ſame collect, or prayer, is not 
to be read with the ſame tone through- 
out. The preface, which you may ob- 
ſerve in every one of them - and 
which I ſcarcely ever heard diſtinguiſhed 
by any reader in a fingle inſtance all 
my life---ought not to be jumbled in 
one breath into the petitions which 
follow it, as it is almoſt always ſcan- 
dalouſly done by every body in the 
Lord's Prayer: where © Our Father, 
« which art in heaven; hallowed be 
« thy name, is read in the ſame tone, 
and without any pauſe, or reſpiration. 
Whereas in this, and every other pray- 
er or collect, the preface, which is 
5 always 
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68 LETT THR IT 
always ſome compellation of God, or 
ſome ſentiments of adoration, ought 
to be diſtinguiſhed by the reader, in 
a different cadence, and with a ſo- 
lemn pauſe. 

This is a general direction . 
holds good throughout the ſervice: but 
there are alſo ſome other particulars, 
not taken notice of, as I can find, 
by the clergy, which yet are eſſen 
tial to reading it with underſtanding 
and deyotion; and nothing ſhould be 
thought too little for their notice, which 
is to anſwer ſuch a purpoſe. I pals 
over the ſeriouſneſs which ſhould be 
in your own mind, when you are em- 
ployed in ſuch a ſervice; and which 


is neceſſary to beget ſeriouſneſs in thoſe 


ho are to accompany you. The in- 


decent hurry too, - which 1s ſometimes 
vilible in many readers, I need not 


mention. Theſe are too trite and ſtrik- 
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ing obſervations, to have eſcaped your 
notice, or not to deſerve your atten- 
tion. But you will give me leave to 
caution you againſt the common error, 
of finiſhing any ſentence by the fall of 
of your voice, the ſenſe of which is 
not finiſhed 'till the congregation have 
made the reſponſes. Take the latter 
part of * Gloria Patri, which the 
people ſay, by itſelf- and which muſt 
be taken by itſelf, if you: finiſh the 
firſt by ſinking your voice as at the 
end of a ſentence and what ſenſe can 
you make of it? The ſame direction 
will hold through the greateſt part of 
the litany; and indeed it cannot be 
made ſenſe of without following this 
direction. Many leſs rules will occur 
to you worth obſerving, if you read 
the ſervice with ſeriouſneſs and atten- 
tion, which I cannot now recolle&; and 
it will be highly neceſſary that you 

e * ſhould 
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ſhould ſtudy ſome of the beſt illuſtra- 
tions of the, Common Prayer. Theſe 
are uſeful performances for all ſerious 
people, but neceſſary only for the cler- 
gy: and yet the clergy ſeem to think, 
by the converſation J have had with 
many of them upon it, that they are 
neceſſary for every body but themſelves. 
But remember you havesbeen told and 
inſtructed otherwiſe : : and let it never be 
faid of you, as it may of too many of 
your brethren, that though public read- 
ing and ſpeaking are the principab 
buſineſs of your profeſſion, yet you 
thought the art of both an attainment 
which was beneath you. I am 


Your moſt affectionate, ev: 


LETTER 


LETTER VII. 


NON N 
L E ＋ * RR Vl. 


Dear N eddy, 


Now return, according to my pro- 
miſe, to give you ſome advice about 
the neceſſary method of ſupplying the 
detects of your education, in point of 
ſtudy; in order that you may attain 


the qualifications Which are proper 


for the office you have undertaken. 

The firſt ſtep, which in my opinion 
is neceſſary to this purpoſe, is to go 
through the whole Bible with great 
care and attention. For whoſoever 
conſiders the ſcripture in any other 
light, than as containing one uniform 
eſtabliſhed plan of the will of Gop, 


adapted to the different ages of the 
F x - world, 
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world, may be ſaid to know little of 
it. The beſt commentators--- ſuch as 
PATRICK, and LowTH, on the Old 
Teſtament; and WHIT BV, Locks, and 
PEARCE, on different parts of the 
New---will be neceſſary for you to 
conſult as you go along. I have ſaid 
that you ſhould peruſe the Bible with 
great care and attention, becauſe read- 
ing it any otherwiſe would be to little 
purpoſe ; and becauſe the ſcripture 1s 
the fountain from whence you are to 
draw all your notions of revealed re- 


| ligion, if you would draw them with 


preciſion, and void of error. 


When you have gone through this 


work in the way I have mentioned, 
you will perceive the various diſpen- 
fations of Gop to man in the ſeveral 


ages of the world ; and yet all of them 


cooperatin p to produce one grand 


conſiſtent ſcheme of ſalvation through 
Jesus 


LEA FCE W N 


Ixsus CHRIST. This will enable you, 


not only to form proper ideas of the 
truth and doctrines of chriſtianity, but 
to prove the one, and to illuſtrate the 
other, in your own compoſitions for 
the pulpit; eſpecially if you go over 
the New Teſtament a ſecond time, with 
the ſame attention and accuracy as at 
the firſt. You will likewiſe perceive, 


that the greateſt part of the ſacred. 


writings have a reference to the pe- 
culiar uſages and conditions of the 
people of Gop when they were writ- 
ten: and therefore, that in explaining 
theſe parts of ſeripture, particularly the 
epiſtles in the New Teſtament, the ex- 
hortations which relate to human life 
in general, and which teach the way to 
heaven, mult be carefully diftinguiſh- 
ed from thoſe which relate to the firſt 


ages of chriſtianity, and which relate 


to them alone. 


You 
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You will further perceive alſo, that as 


no part or portion of. ſcripture muſt be 


explained in ſuch a manner as to contra- 


dict another, ſo no doctrine which is pe- 


culiar to the chriſtian ſyſtem muſt be 


derived from one paſſage detached from 
all the reſt. To the want of attending 
to this diſtinction, and to an abſurd way 
of explaining particular texts, which 
ſeem by the ſound of the words to ſpeak 
a ſenſe of their own diſtinct from all 
the reſt, are owing the wildneſs and 
inconſiſtency of the modern methodiſts; 
to the great diſturbance of many ſe- 
rious people, and the deſtruction of 
true religion. To the ſame abſurd 
way of conſidering and explaining 
ſcripture, it is owing, that our Saviour's 
ſhort and plain inſtitution, founded in 
reaſon, obvious to common ſenſe, and 
which appeals to the heart and con- 
ſcience, is defaced and obſcured with 
paradoxes, 


un rr ER WH 3s 
paradoxes, myſteries, and ſenſeleſs propo- 


ſitions. Nay ſuch pernicious conſequen- 
ces have been drawn from ſome parts 


of ſcripture by theſe enthuſiaſts, as de- 


feat the very end for which CHRIST 
was ever ſent, or the goſpel was ever 


publiſhed. Whatever paſſage of ſcrip- 


ture therefore ſeems to favour any doc- 
trine which is contrary to the tenor of 
true religion ; contrary to all our ideas 


of the attributes and the government 


of Gor, and to the whole ſcheme of 
his will in the books of nature and 
revelation, you may be aſſured muſt 
not be interpreted according to its let- 
ter, but muſt have an explication con- 
ſiſtent with the fundamental principles 
of religion. 

You will obſerve that I have adviſed 
you to go through the Bible with great 
care and application, as the firſt ſtep 


neceſſary to give you a clear and com- 
prehenſive 
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prehenſive view of revealed religion; 
even before you peruſe any ſyſtems of 
divinity, or the beſt and moſt approved 
ſermons on ſuch ſubjects. But you 
would think perhaps that by the laſt, 
the trouble of the firſt might be pre- 
vented; and provided men were not 
men, it would be: that is, if they had 


not prejudices of education and opinion 


to miſlead them, and had drawn their 
ſyſtems and notions only from the word 
of God, this elaborate ſearch which I 
have recommended would be in a great 
meaſure needleſs. It would be high- 
ly improper indeed that you ſhould be 
a ſtranger to the ſcriptures, if you was 
not a divine; but it would not be fo 
neceſſary for you to form your own 
body of divinity from them, had the 


writers of ſyſtems, and the preachers 


of ſermons, ſuperadded no artificial, 


to divine, and ſcriptural theology.---A 
charge 
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charge which Lord BoLINGBROKE 
hath. brought n W not un- 
juſtly. | "iP | 


with ſchemes and notions in religion, 
whatever they look upon relating to 
that ſubject appears of the ſame ſhape 
and colour wherewith their minds are 
already tinctured. Thus the authors 
of the wildeſt and moſt extravagant 
opinions which were ever vented un- 


der the name of religion, or ever en- 


tered into the head of man, have claun- 
ed the authority and the evidence of 
ſcripture for their riſe. They have 
nothing to do with ſenſe, connection, 
or propriety ; this is carnal reaſon, 
which they have ſet at enmity with 
revelation; and by grounding their 
ſentiments on obſcure texts, or ex- 
plaining the moſt obvious ones mylte- 


and with allegory, either by 
interpreting, 


But when men's Gabby: are poſſeſſed 
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interpreting ſome. paſſages according to 
the ſound of words, or reaſoning about 
the ſenſe of them from their own pre- 
conceived opinions, they make any 
thing of any thing. Hence aroſe the 
Antinomians, Browniſts, and Calviniſts, 
of former times; and the Hutchinſo- 
nians, Moravians, and Methodiſts, of 
the preſent. Hence aroſe, in ſhort, 
all the errors in religion from the age 
of CuRisT to the age in which we 
live. You cannot expect that I ſhould 
enter into any of theſe particulars : 


but it is fit that you ſhould acquaint 


yourſelf with them in a general view, 
that you may be able to detect ſuch 
as are of pernicious conſequence. For 


though miſtakes in ſpeculation, where 


the heart and practice are not con- 


cerned, may be tolerated without 
blame, and winked at without cen- 


ſure, 9270 miſtakes which lead to wick- 


edneſs, 
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edneſs, or which at beſt prevent 


the increaſe of real goodneſs, are 


miſtakes of a dreadful nature : and 
to unteach men what is wrong, you 
muſt look upon to 'be as much the 
buſineſs of your province, as to per- 
ſuade them to what is right. I am 


Jour moſt affectionate, &c. 
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LETTER VIII 


Dear Neddy, | 


HEN you have made yourſelf 


maſter of the ſeveral doctrines 


of revealed religion, by a dihgent and 
ſkilful examination of the books of 


ſcripture, you may then ſafely have 
recourſe to the modern ſyſtems of divi- 
nity. You will be in no danger of 
being miſted by the prejudices and opi- 


nions of the writers themſelves, which. 
they are very apt to give the world 


for the doctrines of revelation : and 


you will find many of thoſe doctrines, 


when they do not claſh with their 
own opinions, illuſtrated in a forcible 


and entertaining manner. But the very 


G beſt 
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beſt ſyſtems of divinity, I believe, that 
are to be met with, are not thoſe 
which commonly go under that name, 
but are to be collected from the ſermons 
; of the greateſt Engliſh divines, on the 
Fj ſeveral articles of natural and revealed 
„ religion. You may firſt of all however 
= peruſe a body of divinity, ſo called,--- 
þ either FipDpes or STACKHoust--- 
5 in order to form an idea of the plan 
1 of ſuch a work, to ſee in what manner 
it is arranged or executed, and how 
one part depends uporr and is produc- 
F 4 tive of another. Such a work as this 
| l will furniſh you too with arguments to 
li prove the truth and excellency of re- 
it '  ligion, eſpecially. ſuch as ariſe from 
i its internal evidence: and in this light 
5 it is very uſeful to a young divine. 
| But for the proof of revelation againſt 
* the attacks of unbelievers, you muſt 
look further than theſe ſyſtems. 1 
- have : 
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have no need to tell you that the age 


we live in is ſcandalouſſy given to in- 
fidelity: and all the old objections to the 
authenticity of the - ſcripturess have 
been ſearched into, and produced, with 
freſh and ſuperior ſkill. Theſe, it is 
neceſſary that you ſhould be able to 
filence and ſet afide; -as a Chriſtian, 
as well as a Clergyman. For not to be 
able to prove the truth of your reli- 
gion, in the firſt character would be 


ſhameful, as you have been bred to 


letters, and in the laſt would be very 
eriminal. But to ſave you the diſ- 
agreeable and unneceſſary taſk of read- 
ing over all the books which have been 
publiſhed on this ſubject, you may con- 
fine yourſelf to what hath been written 
by the late Lord BoLINGBROKE on 
the one ſide, and to his anſwerers on 
the other. His Lordſhip hath collected 


every objection to revelation; aneient 
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and modern, which he thought of any 
force, and dreſſed them up anew, with 
all the ornaments of language, and 
ſtrength of reaſoning which he was 
maſter of. Theſe objections, I will 
venture to ſay, have been completely 
and fully anſwered, by writers here, 
as well as in England ; and you would 
do well to peruſe them all. 5 £2 
But though I have ſaid All, I muſt 
except one printed at London, entitled 
% a view of Lord BOLINGBROKE's 
“ philoſophy,” without a name. The 
author, whoever he is, deals ſo co- 


piouſly in the fouleſt abuſive language, 


ſhews fo little of the ſpirit of the re- 
ligion he is defending, and ſuch im- 


menſe pride and conceit of his own 
abilities, as to do no ſort of honour, 


nor add any ſtrength, to. the cauſe 


which he hath undertaken. Never 


and throw _ your time in 
reading 
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reading the works of ſuch a writer. 
Becauſe if you could not employ it, 
as you certainly may, to a better pur- 
poſe, there is another reaſon why they 
ſhould be neglected; which is on ac- 
count. of their tendency to poiſon the 
mind with falſe zeal and bigotry, and 
to infuſe a diſpoſition very oppoſite to 
that of the author of our faith. This 
man, for ought I know, may think 
himſelf, and may be thought by ſome 
of his friends, to be an able champion 
for religion. But with all the © learned 
lumber in his head, he writes neither 
like a ſcholar, a philoſopher, nor a 
Chriſtian: and with any ſuch authors, 
be their names ever ſo great, it is my 
earneſt advice that you ſhould not be 
converſant. | 

When you have well digeſted the 
evidence which hath been given of 
the truth and certainty of your reli- 
G 3 gion 
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gion in the books which I have men- 
tioned, your next care ſhould be to read 
all the beſt ſermons of our divines 
fince the reſtoration; a period, at which 
the Engliſh language, and compoſition 
for the pulpit, began to be chaſte and 
elegant. Theſe, if well choſen, make 
the beſt body of divinity that is any 


where to be met with: and hen you 


are able to diſtinguiſh the opinions of 
the writers from the doctrines of re- 
velation, by your own ſkill and know- 


led ge in the ſcripture, you may read 


them with great advantage to yourſelf, 
T hey will furniſh you with proper 
hints upon every ſubje& of importance, 
as well as be a model for you to imitate, 
in method, language, and compoſition. 
In a former letter, you know, I told 
you, that as excellent as theſe diſcourſes 
are, it was my opinion they might be 
improv d; as I promiſed to ſhew you 
| before 
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before I had done. I come now to 
make good my word, and to explain 
what I mean. You muſt obſerve then 
that I find no fault at all with them 
for their ſtyle, their reaſoning, or their 


method; they are pure, clear, and uſe- 


ful. My. objections do not ariſe from 
what there is, but what there is not in 
them. There is not in them a perora- 
tion vold of reaſoning, and full of pa- 
thetic warm addreſſes to the heart, 


whenever the ſubject will admit of it: 


and yet this ſhould be in them, in my 
opinion, to make them anſwer the 
end they were intended for. Becauſe 
the bulk of mankind are to be wrought 
upon in religion, not by arguments of 
reaſon to inform the judgment or un- 
derſtanding, but by talking to their 
paſſions to move the heart. For do 
not you, does not every body know, 
that the people of this age want lets 

8 4 to 
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to be taught their duty, than to be 
perſuaded to diſcharge it? And if the 
heart is not warmed in a diſcourſe upon 
religion, it will never be perſuaded to 
put 1t in practice. 

When you have ſupplied the defects 
of your education, by ſuch a ſtudy of 
the ſcriptures and the diſcourſes of di- 
vinity as I have mentioned, you will 
then have time, and capacity, to make 
your own ſermons. In framing theſe 
I ſhould be glad, that you illuſtrated 
your text, and divided your diſcourſe 
upon it, after the manner - of. Dr. 
CLARKE; that you thought upon it 
like Barrow ; that you reaſoned upon 
it like TILLOTSON ; and that your 
language ſhould imitate that of Ar- 
TERBURY, or MARGHALL, or, which 
JI prefer to both of them, Biſhop 
SHERLOCK. But your peroration muſt 
be as your own judgment leads you; 
2 | for 


LE T-T-E-R- VEE Bg 
for on this, I lament it, I have no 
model to lay before you. Theſe great 
divines, and all others in the church 
of England whom I have read, are de- 
ficient on this article, which I think 
is ſo neceſſary to your ſucceſs as a per- 
fect preacher : and it might not perhaps 
be owing to their thinking differently 
from me in this reſpe&, but to. what 
we are told was the caſe with Dr. 
CLARKE; © that he had no talent 
4 for moving the paſſions, and wiſely 
* never attempted it, becauſe he was 


« ſenſible he. ſhould not ſucceed, if 


* he did.” The ſame might probably 
be true of the others: and from ſee- 
ing no attempt upon the paſſions in 
theſe excellent models of fine preaching, 
1 might come to paſs, that it hath 


been deemed unneceſſary by their ſuo- 


ceſſors, and that few, or no divines 
have introduced it. 


To 


to practiſe what you ſay. 
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To this way however of enflaming 
the paſſions, I have already told you, I 
attribute the greateſt part of the ſuc- 
ceſs of our modern ſectaries: and 
though I do not recommend ſuch wild 
incoherent enthuſiaſtic rhapſodies as 
they utter---which may lead captive 
filly women, and men as filly as them--- 
yet to.clear and ſolid reaſoning in pure 
language, free from bombaſt on the 
one fide and meanneſs on the other, I 
would adviſe you to add a warm and 
pathetic peroration, founded on the 
reaſoning which hath gone before, and 


delivered with its proper pauſes and 


ſolemnity. This will leave a deeper 
impreſſion of the whole diſcourſe on 
the minds of your audience; and they 
will go away pleaſed with you, and 
animated in themſelves, if not reſolved 


But 
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But the ſubject matter of your ſer- 
mons will deſerve. a word or two from 
me before I conclude my letter. This 
will be learnt from our Saviour's inſtruc- 
tions to his apoſtles, and from his own 
example as a preacher of truth and 


righteouſneſs. His inſtructions to the 
_ apoſtles were in general to be extend- 


ed to all their ſucceſſors : and if the 
chief intention of them was to make 
theſe meſſengers of the goſpel uſeful 
to mankind in diffuſing religious know- 


ledge, then it is the buſineſs of the 


preſent teachers of Chriſtianity, to in- 
culcate ' ſuch doctrines as are of un- 


doubted indiſpenſible obligation; doc- 


trines only, which are reaſonable in 


themſelves, or by their inſtitution have 
a tendency to mend the heart and tem- 
per. This is ſtill further more demon- 
ſtrable from the whole tenour of our 
Saviour's preaching throughout tlie goſ- 

| pel; 


connection, in which the word Chriſt 
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pel; where inſtead of abſtruſe or un- 
intelligible queſtions, or opinions mere- 


. ly of ſpeculation, we meet with no- 


thing but precepts which concern the 
heart and practice, and every way ac- 
commodated to univerſal uſe. 

You will be able to ſee from hence, 
that our Saviour and his religion were 
quite conſiſtent; and that to preach 
Chriſt muſt mean, to preach the doc- 
trine of ſalvation, as we find it in his 
own diſcourſe upon the mountain, and 
wherever he preached to the people. 
But if you would believe the modern 
enthuſiaſts, which now diſturb the 
world with their falſe Chriſtianity, it 


is no ſuch thing. To preach Chriſt 


with them, is not to preach Chriſtian 
morals---how much ſoever CHRIST 


did it himſelf---but to play off a ſet 
of phraſes, without ideas and without 


is 
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is always mentioned : and inſtead of 
perſuading men to practiſe the virtues 
which he taught by his life and doc- 
trines, which is the end of all reli- 
gion, they recommend only an amo- 
rous enthuſiaſtic ſort of devotion, in 
the love of Chriſt, in faith, and hope 
in Chriſt, and phraſes of ſuch nature, 
in diſparagement of moral virtue, and 


in contradiction to his laws. But 1 


truſt that you have not ſo learned 
Chriſt; and that to preach him is not to 


make uſe of expreſſions about his per- 


ſon, but to preach as CHRIST himſelf 
did: to recommend an obſervance of 
the laws of righteouſneſs in the heart; 
to preſs them upon the motives of 
life and immortality which he reveal- 
ed; and to direct us by an imitation 
of the moral attributes of our maker, 


to fulfill the terms of the Chriſtian 


govenant, and fo to prepare ourſelves 
ns for 
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; for an everlaſting abode with him in 


heaven, when all other things ſhall 
moulder and vaniſh away. 

Convinced of this truth, let all your 
inſtructions have a tendency to en- 
force the precepts of Chriſtianity on 


the mind and conſcience. Inſtead 


of any dark and idle peculations hard 
to be underſtood, or which if ever ſo 
perſpicuous have no moral influence, 
let it be your care to recommend in 
the ableſt manner that you can, plain 


and eaſy of apprehenſion, the laws of 


truth and righteouſneſs from the goſ- 
pel of our Redeemer. Inſtead of pro- 


voking your people to bitterneſs and 


ſtrife on the ſcore of different opinions 

and principles in religion, let it be 
your endeavour to perſuade them to 
the practice of love and charity. Never 


attempt to overthrow the natural or 
the civil rights of. men, nor to encou- 
88 | rage 
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rage any particular factions in reli gion: 
they are unjuſtifiable attempts in all 


places by whomſoever they are abetted; 
but in a pulpit, which ſhould be ſacred 


to religion ſtrictly ſpeaking, they are 
worſt of all. In ſhort, let it be your 
care, to make your people feel the 
benefit of your preaching and inſtruc- 
tion; feel, at leaſt, that it is their own 


fault and none of yours, if they are not 
the wiſer, the better, and the * 


for i it. I am 


Your moſt affectionate, &c. 
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LETTER IX. 


Dear Neddy, | 


AVI NG given you a view of 
the nature and duty of the office 


and me. 


you hate undertaken, with ſome ad- 
vice how to attain the neceſſary qua- 
lifications, I have now only to lay be- 
fore you my thoughts on the behaviour 
which is peculiarly adapted to it; and 
ſo to conclude this to Rs | 


- You cannot but have obſerved alrea- 
dy from our Saviour's hiſtory in the goſ- 
pel, that as he came to preach repen- 
tance and eternal hfe, ſo he intended 
not only to make it the buſineſs of his 


miniſters. to diffuſe knowledge and in- 
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ſtruction throughout the world, but 
alſo that it ſhould be an eſſential part 
of their vocation, to adorn their own 
lives and characters by an exemplary 


behaviour. The outlines of this be- 


haviour---for it is impoſſible and un- 


neceſſary to deſcend to all the particu- 


lars in ſuch a letter will be beſt learnt 
from the conduct and example of 
CHRIST himſelf: and though this was 
in all reſpects conformable to the doc- 
trines which he delivered, and every 
virtue which makes us godlike was con- 
ſpicuous in him, yet what ſeemeth to 
ſtrike us moſt, is a thorough inoffen- 
ſiveneſs and humility on the one hand, 
and benevolence. and a contempt of _— 
world on the other. 

_ Hence then it is evident, that As: 


dur office is only to teach truth and: 


righteouſneſs, ſo it is moſt abominably 
ſcandalous and indecent, if we, of all 
men, 
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men, are found wanting in any of the 

great chriſtian virtues. The whole 

duty of man conſiſteth in theſe vir- 
tues; and as they conſtitute his per- 

fection they will create his happineſs. 

Vou will obſerve then that it is our 

duty, more immediately above all o- 
thers, to ſhew in our own lives the ad- 
vantage of every virtue which we pro- 

feſs to teach: but that principally as 
the miniſters of the goſpel of Jzsus 

CHRIST, we ought to be eminent for a 
deportment void of all ill affection, and 
full of benevolence; and attention. to 

things above. 

As unreaſonable as the world is in 
its expectations from the clergy; as 
though they ſhould not be men of the 
ſame wants and deſires with others, 
but ſhould. be rather like angels, yet it 
hath certainly a right to expect, that 
mop ſhould- be examples of the faith 
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CC 
and righteouſneſs which they preach. 
There is a general obligation on eccleſia- 
ſticks, to every virtue requiſite in a chriſ- 
tian, and a man; and of theſe at preſent 
I ſhall ſay nothing further. My bu- 
ſineſs now 1s to enlarge on thoſe alrea- 
dy mentioned, which are more particu- 
larly eſſential to our profeſſion and a- 
bove all things to caution you againſt 
thoſe ill affections of the mind, which 
properly ſpeaking are diabolical. 
I have already had occaſion, in a 
former letter, to mention pride and 
haughtineſs, as not made for men, and 
of all men not for the miniſters of 
J=svs CHRIST, who was himſelf ſuch 
a great example of meekneſs and humi- 
lity. Need I add in this place, that 
ſpiritual pride, which is worſt of all, 
in its. nature moſt wicked, and moſt 
pernicious in its conſequence ? I be- 
lieve I told you once in converſation, 


| that 


. 9 7 


— — wh — - — 
2 — — roms ne ng 


P_—_ * —__ a Ep 
RR 


CT 101 
that the greateſt pretenders to religion 
were generally the moſt culpable in this 
reſpect: and J will tell you now fur- 
ther, that enthuſiaſts who believe in 


the Mahometan doctrine of predeſti- 


nation, and antecedent grace, for the 


moſt part indulge this deviliſh temper 


of mind without any controul. 


As a ſtream from this fountain, 


muſt guard you againſt uncharitable 


cenſure, and fiery zeal, indulged by 


other bigots: it being certain, that 


the reſentment which men expreſs 


towards one another in the fullneſs of 
their hearts upon differing notions, 


can never be directed by that ſpirit 


of meekneſs, candour, and kind affec- 


tion, which is alone the ſpirit of 


CHRIST 's religion. Beſides, it is not 
from our belief and opinions only, 
that we are to judge either of our 
own qualifications for heaven, or the 

H z vice 
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vice and demerit of other men who 
differ from us. Opinions only can 
never qualify us for God's acceptance, 
howſoever true in themſelves, and a- 
dapted to make us wiſer, when they 
have no influence on the heart to 
make us better men, For by all that 
we know of heaven, either from rea- 
ſon or the book of Gop, it is only 
1 to be attained by certain pious habits 
1 and affections of the ſoul, which are 
10 there particularly pointed out, and 
1 | which our own hearts will teach us; 
= and the man who has acquired theſe, 
| N I cannot fail of becoming happy, not- 
g = withſtanding errors of ſpeculation, and 
th | that in the ſame manner, though in a 
i i | degree infinitely lower, as Gon him- 
= ſelf is. | 
| I ſhould have thought it t unneceſ: 
ſary to fay thus much on a ſubject 
fo very evident, hed not my own ex- 
. perience 
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perience convinced me, that a ſpirit 


of perſecution for mere opinions is not 


yet extirpated out of the Chriſtian 


world. You know with what inte- 
grity, and with what good intentions, 
J have always purſued the truth in my 
enquities; and that T defired to bear 
witneſs to it in ſuch a manner, as to 
give no jult offence to the powers 
« that be: and yet you likewiſe 
know - dgſunt nonnulla * * * * * * * 
* * * * *k * * * * * * * * * * *k * * * * 
"Now if the virtues of candour and 
charity in our judgment of thofe who 
differ from us, are in a peculiar manner 
eſſential to the miniſters of the goſpel, 
what a dreadful thing it is, that the 
miniſters of the goſpel ſhould be the 
principal ſtirrers up of a contrary diſ- 
poſition! What occaſion / for thoſe 
numberleſs exhortations in the New 


Teſtam ent, to forbear one another 


* 4 CC in 
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in love, and to keep the unity of 
* the ſpirit in the bond of peace,” if 


our Maker had inſiſted upon a ſameneſs 


of opinion in the human mind, and 
we were not allowed to differ! And 
how can an eccleſiaſtick read theſe 
- exhortations from the book of GOD 
with any face---even ſuppoſing him 


to be ignorant that an unity of opinion 


is a thing impoſſible when he knows 


in his own heart, that he hath hated, 


and endeavoured to injure, men of 


learning, virtue, and good ſenſe, for pre- 
ſuming only to differ from him, in 


diſputable, abſtruſe, and merely ſpecu- 
lative opinions! But let another mind 
be in you, which was alſo in CHRIS 


JEsus; for as Hook ER fays, „there 


will certainly come a time, when 
three words uttered with charity 
* and meekneſs, | ſhall receive a far 
© more bleſſed reward, than three 


ce thouſand 
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* thouſand volumes written with diſ- 
* dainful ſharpneſs of wit.” 

I have but one article more to en- 
large upon as the peculiar duty of the 
clergy, and I have done; which is a 
| benevolence of practice from an atten- 
tion to things above. You will think 
perhaps that this article required only 
to be mentioned in. order to be under- 
ſtood. My dear, Neddy, that is true: 
and TI do not doubt but it is very well 
underſtood, - even by thoſe who have 
ſhut their hearts .againſt the feelings of 
humanity, and the affections of the 
bleſſed. But to underſtand our duty 
is not enough: we muſt be convinced 
and perſuaded, that we may arm our- 
- ſelves againſt the breach of it. To 
this end let me obferve to you, that 
if we look into the goſpel, we ſhall 
find there is nothing which our Savi- 
our hath cautioned us more againſt, ] or 

. „ more 
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more ſeverely cenſured, than a diſpoſi- 
tion to avarice, and an undue uſe of 
riches.” He hath taught us, that where 
our treaſure is, there of courſe will our 
Heart be alſo: and it is certain that in 
a man, who places his whole attention 
in making a proviſion of wealth im- 
meaſurably beyond any chance of want, 
chere can be but little, or no truſt in 
—_— 05 a0 20 or 
It is not my buſineſs, nor my inten- 
tion, to enter into the nature, or the 
vice of covetouſneſs. I am only to 
premoniſh you, that as it is plainly 
inconſiſtent with all truth and good- 
neſs in our Saviour's: plan, ſo it is more 


eſpecially criminal in a churcl 


{Fl | above all other men who embrace the 
1 Fgoſpel. He is entitled to a decent 


„eee according to his rank in 
the public ſervice; and it ſhould be 
pre envied, nor denyed him. A 
comfortable 
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comfortable proviſion too for his family, 


if he hath one, he may be allowed 
to make without any blame, Bat his 


lation to this world: they are calculated 


to ſublime the mind above the teelings 
of ſenſe, and to prepare it for another 
world; and fo a clergyman hath not 

: only fewer temptations to avarice. than 
all the reft of mankind, but he ought 
alſo to be more exemplary in the purſuit 


of thoſe attainments, which diſpoſe 


the mind of man for The kingdom 


of heaven. PRES 
In ſhort, if there is one virtue more 
peculiar to the Chriftian ſyſtem, as dif- 


tinct from all others taught by natural 
reaſon---beſides loving our enemies 


it is this of a contempt of the world 
and heavenly-mindedneſs. An eccleſi- 
aſtick therefore may write, and preach 
for ever, about the truth and excellency 


of 
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of Chriſtianity : but if he is known to 
ſcrape up many thouſands out of the 
revenues of the church of CHRIST -no 
matter whether it be to eſtabliſh a name 
and raiſe a family, like the late A- P--- 
and B--» C--- or to leave to their wives 
and kindred like B-— H--- and B--- 
8.— all on the other ſide the water 


\ - 0 | 2 . 
F for I draw a veil over all on this---he 
14 8 | 2 2 \ © 8 
| x will never be able to make any converts 
_—_ to Chriſtianity, or to do any good by 


-writings, which his own life counter- 
acts fo flagrantly in ſuch an important 
article. He muſt know many neceſ- 
ſitous, and deſerving objects of his 
charity; and he might find out many 
more. He muſt know, that our bleſſed 
Saviour never intended that his miniſ- 
ters ſhould diveſt themſelves of huma- 
nity, in order to treaſure up a great 
quantity of earthly lucre out of his 


2 and ſuch an eccleſiaſtick will 
be 


2 | 
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be ſo far from converting uubelievers 
to Chriſtianity, that nothing promotes 
infidelity perhaps ſo much, as the 
avarice and ſelfiſhneſs of the ſuperior 
clergy. | 
It is well known to be their buſineſs 
to enquire more ſtrictly into the truth 
of religion than other people's : they 
are, or ſhould be, daily converſant with 
ſubjects relating to a world of ſpirits ; 
in which attainments very different 

from thoſe of pomp and riches will 
alone have any place: and therefore 
if there 1s not that contempt of earthly 
. treaſure in the lives of eccleſiaſticks, 
which, if they themſelves believed what 
is taught of the undue uſe of wealth, it 
1s thought there would be, can any 
one then ſuppoſe but that they are ſome 
how perſuaded, that the doctrine of 
ſalvation is not ſo certain, as for other 
ends they have endeavoured to make 
. 
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the world believe it was? This is not a 

random ſuppoſition, I can aſſure you. 
I know the concluſion hath been drawn 
in favour of vice and infidelity, from 
the vaſt wealth on one ſide, and the 
little benevolence on the other, of the 

two great eccleſiaſtieks I mentioned 
laſt: and whether truly or not, it 
deſerves to be conſidered by them, and 
by every churchman, in a far other man- 
ner than I doubt it is. But be this to 
themſelves. Liberavi animam meam. 
And now, my dear Neddy, I draw 
to a concluſion of this ſmall but im- 
portant taſk. You: applied to me for 
ſuch advice, as my age and experience 
enable me to give, on a profeſſion you 
had entered: into, and to which I have 
the honour and the happineſs to belong. 
I undertook it chearfully for your ſake, 
and I have given it you from my 
heart: and whether or no I live to 
+74 & | | ſee 


ſee the good effects of it in your life 
and manners, I traſt in Gop, and 


pray unto him, that thoſe good effects 
may follow). Defendat numerus” is 


a falſe and pernicious maxim: and 
therefore what great names ſoever may 


ſeem to give a ſanction to any mea- 
ſure, let it have no weight with you. 


Conſider not whether it is purſued or 


no, by ſuch, and ſuch an eccleſiaſtick, 


but conſider whether it is right and 
reaſonable in itſelf, becoming your ſa- 
cred office, and ſuch as you can bold- 


ly anſwer at. the great, day of account. 
This alone. is the. deliberation which 
can preſerve you from. following a 
multitude to do evil: and as. diſtant 
as we may be willing to ſuppoſe that 


day to be, yet come it will to every 
Jone of us. To thoſe: who think the 
things which have now been mentioned, 
are only things of courſe, which they 


may 
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| may regard,” " or not regard, at plea- 
ſure, it will be a dreadful day indeed: 
but to thoſe who think and act, as 
though they were "things of ſeriouſneſs 
and ſolemnity, it will be a day which 
will introduce them to the * 
felicities of immortalit r. 

May you and I, my deareſt N dy, 7 
live always under this conviction : : and 
when we ſhall be called upon to put 
off our mortality---which Gop alone 
knows how ſoon may happen---may 
we take our leave of life and of one 
another, with a peace of mind which 
will be an evidence of having done 
our duty here, and a preſage of thoſe 
felicities, with Go, and with the 
* of jul men hereafter !- I am 
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Your moſt affectionate, &c. 


T HE END. 
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